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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR AUDITORS AND OBSERVERS Pilot Testing of Draft Certification Standards
NCCF calls for participation of the interested and relevant stakeholders for pilot testing of the NCCF’s Safeboards Standards under the Safeboards Certification Scheme (SBCS) in the capacity of:
1. Observer
2. Lead Auditor
Interested candidates may submit their CVs via email at address safeboards@nccf.in by May 31, 2021.

Eligibility

1. Observer

To observe the process of the pilot testing of the Standards; the observer, should be 

· a person of significant experience and stature from the field of environment sciences, wood science technology, natural resource management with background in chemistry and/or allied subjects. In addition to these, the persons with adequate knowledge and experience about the certification processes will be preferred; or;
· any member of the Standards Development Group (SDG), Technical Working Group (TWG) of Safeboards Certification Scheme, NCCF and/or any other stakeholder. 

2.  Lead Auditor 

The candidate must be registered with the International Register of Certificated Auditors (IRCA) as a qualified lead auditor.  Those who fulfil the following requirements can send in their CVs to be the SBCS’s lead auditors for this pilot testing:

a. having auditing experience in the California Air Resources Board (CARB)/Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) Title VI/Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) or other emission-based certification schemes for composite wood industry, or any other indoor air quality related certification scheme.
b. with significant expertise and experience in the field of indoor air quality (IAQ), green buildings and sustainability certification
c. [bookmark: _Hlk55679247]having experience in reviewing the composite-wood based certification assessment reports (relevant to IAQ) or of similar nature.
Tasks

[bookmark: _Hlk55679276]The whole process will be conducted under the overall guidance and supervision of the Chairperson, SDG and TWG who would be in charge of the process as well as outcomes and their interpretation. 






[bookmark: _Hlk55679305]Half-a-day training session on the SBCS will be conducted for the audit team by NCCF to familiarise them with these Standards (online/in-person). The auditors/observers willing to participate in the pilot testing will be expected to undertake the following tasks: 

a. The auditor/observer team will coordinate with the scheme coordinator for scheduling pilot testing date and logistics for the site visit of the respective manufacturers. The scheme coordinator will coordinate with the manufacturer to plan the site visit for pilot testing.
b. Assess the industry/manufacturer against requirements of the Draft Safeboards Certification Standards.
c. [bookmark: _Hlk55679386]Draw samples to be tested from the manufacturer’s site.
d. Prepare a draft audit report in English language and submit the same to the Technical Working Group of the Safeboards Standards.
e. Review of pilot testing reports and compilation of all issues, comments and results of certification decisions.
Conditions for participation

a. NCCF shall have the right to publish a report on the results of the pilot tests, which may include observations about the cost of implementation of the draft Standards, as well as details about the ease or difficulty of implementation. This report shall be made publicly available.
b. NCCF will bear the travel, boarding and logistics expenses of the auditors.
c. NCCF will pay per diem honorarium to the auditors for the pilot testing process. 
d. No payments for participation shall be made to the observers, who will have to make their own arrangements for travel and logistics.
e. All local expenses will be borne by the NCCF

Timelines

Expected start date – May 01, 2021.

Background 

Composite wood board products including plywood, MDF, particleboard have emerged as the most widely used and dominant building material over the last three decades owing to their characteristics, viz, light weight, corrosion-free, insulation and cost-effectiveness. The boards, however, do not provide a healthy indoor air quality to the occupants owing to the resins and chemicals used in the production and continued emissions from their usage even after years of installation.

Formaldehyde emissions are a threat to the plywood industry in terms of economic development, health effects and foreign trade. Sustainable and low-emitting furniture products are in high demand in the international markets and there lies huge potential for domestic consumption as well.

To cater to the growing needs and demand of ‘safe’ and ‘responsibly sourced composite boards’ the NCCF has taken the initiative to develop “Safeboards Certification Scheme (SBCS)”, with utmost diligence, certification standards which could demonstrate the ‘environmental-health’ of composite wood panel products.

The mission is to explore, promote the popularity and use of Indian composite wood products in foreign countries and overcome any barriers related to trade in foreign markets, which will serve as the basis of developing “Safeboards” Standards with them. 

SBCS aims to unite all stakeholders, organisations, corporations, associations, experts, academicians, healthcare professionals and individuals engaged in plywood, panel products and other allied industries in India with an aim to reduce formaldehyde emissions through this Indian Certification Standards Scheme of “Safeboards”.

The Safeboards Certification Scheme is being developed under the guidance of Mr. A. K. Goyal, a retired IFS officer, chairperson of Standards Development Group and Technical Working Group. The draft Safeboards Standards have been developed through a consultative process, meetings of the SDG and TWG and online webinars. 

The Standards setting procedures of the NCCF make it mandatory to pilot test the draft Standards, before these Standards are finalized and launched for use by the certification bodies.
Proposed areas for pilot testing

The following manufacturers have been proposed by the TWG and accepted by the SDG and NCCF for pilot testing, subject to availability of funds and concurrence of the respective sites/areas:

	S. No
	Organisation Name for Pilot Testing

	1. 
	

	2. 
	

	3. 
	

	4. 
	









Pilot testing

[bookmark: _GoBack]The primary objectives of the pilot testing are: 

To test the draft SBCS Certification Standards in the industry and assess the outcomes including:
a. Is it possible to apply these Standards at the field level?
b. What are the problems/challenges identified in their implementation?
c. What are the possible reasons for the problems/challenges?
d. How those problems/challenges can be resolved?

The secondary objectives of the pilot testing are: 

a. To check the suitability, relevance and adaptability of the Standards in the multitude of conditions and identifying the lacunae.
b. To assess the applicability and degree of implementation of the Standards in variant conditions and to identify the gaps. 
c. To identify industry specific variants in the adaptability of the Standards and to assign specific verifiers accordingly for Standards implementation and use.
d. Contact/engage the disadvantaged stakeholders to solicit their views and find out the areas for improvement. 
e. Supply SDG and TWG with a comprehensive report providing areas of conformance, non -conformance and non-applicability of the Standards in diverse conditions.
f. Provide exposure to a larger pool of potential auditors and Standards implementers to encourage their familiarity with the Standards.
g. Identifying the major critical sections of on-site audit.


About NCCF


Network for Certification of Conservation of Forests (NCCF) is a non-profit organisation established in January 2015, registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. NCCF has developed/developing globally benchmarked and India specific certification standards for various constituents of our natural resource base viz; forests, trees outside forests, non-wood forest produce, protected areas and wetlands, quality planting material, ecotourism, biomass and biofuels, etc.
It is an institutional mechanism to ensure collaborative, streamlined and participatory efforts are taken for development of nation specific Safeboards Certification Scheme and Standards. These Standards shall become tool for monitoring and assessment of industry practices for manufacturing of the composite woods. 
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