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The future with 

unsustainable 

Natural Rubber



Unsustainablenaturalrubberproduction practicesare a threatto theworldôsforests and 

humanrights

Number of vehicles worldwide 
is settodouble by 2040

70% of natural rubber 
goestotireproduction

Populationispredictedto 
reach9billionby2050

Natural rubber is used in 
over40,000products

Deforestation, forest degradation
- climate change

Human rights violation Land grabbing



How does 

sustainable forest 

management mitigate 

environmental & 

social risks?



IPCC,Climateand Landreport, 2019:

B.3Reducingdeforestationand forestdegradation lowersGHG emissionsΧΦ Byproviding long-term livelihoodsfor 
communities, sustainableforestmanagementcanreduce the extent of forestconversionto non-forestuses(e.g., cropland 
or settlements). Sustainableforestmanagementaimedat providingtimber, fibre,biomass,non-timber resourcesand other

ecosystemfunctionsandservices, canlowerGHGemissionsand cancontributeto adaptation 
Source:IPCC, August 2019,climatechange & Land.

FAO:
Forestcertificationmayhelpbringaboutimprovementsin theworkingconditions 

andsafetyandhealthof forestworkers,leadto improvedforestconservation 
outcomes,andencouragesustainable forestuse.

Source:FAO

UNSDGsTarget15.2
By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management 

of all typesof forests,halt deforestation, restoredegraded
forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation 

globally
Source:UNSGDsindicators

Sustainable Forest Management



Social & Environmental risks mitigation options

ÅCompany led (procurement policies)

ÅPartnerships (local capacity and infrastructure 

building)

ÅPublic Policies (enabling legal frameworks)

ÅTransformation (yield and quality, living incomes)

Source: GPSNR 2020



A moving trend toward sustainabiity in tyre 
industry

ÅTyre manufacturers starts 
using forest certification to 
demonstrate their 
sustainability committment

ÅTyre Sector SDG Roadmap 
lauched in May 2021



Why PEFC?

Å A system of choice for smallholders, 
fair & inclusive

Å Proven risk mitigation framework
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Inspiring and helping people,

2 companies and communities

to reach their sustainability goals

PEFC is an NGO dedicated to forests 
and their values to the planet and people

9

Balancing social, 

environmental and 

economic sustainability
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Our core principles have led to growth

B A LA NCE D

People, Forests, Green Growth

I MPARTI AL

Standards developed by all 

stakeholders

S CA LE

Leader in certified material 

availability
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Over 322 million  

hectaresPEFC-certified

= 75% of global  

certified forests

Almostequal to the

size of India

Data as of September 2019

48 endorsed  

National systems

More than

20,000
PEFC-certified  
companies

in78 countries

PEFC has the largest scale of certified raw material
High local availability



Fair and inclusivity are 
within the core value of 
PEFC ïUnique approach

Å From local to global: Adaptation to local 

needs and practices, complies with 

legislations and regulations at local and 

global level

Å Multi-stakeholder engagement based on 

UN Agenda21 at local and global level

Å Smallholders are integrated into global

supply chain with Group Certification and

Trees outside Forests

Å Pragmatic and cost-effective process with 

national resources and expertise



Third-party verification makes PEFC completely 
independent and credible

NATIONAL 

GOVERNING  

BODIES

V National resourcesutilization & alignment with
International frameworks (IAF, ISO)

V Impartial, Credible& Transparent auditing process



Labeling PEFC certified rubber-

basedproducts
Sustainable rubber plantations with 

PEFC Forest Management 

Certification

Å Improveproductivity

Å Ensure that rubber plantation 

management provides Healthy 

forests,workers &economy

Responsible supply chain with PEFC Chain of custody 

certification

Å Offers traceability & delivers legal & sustainable natural 

rubber

Å Coversrequirementsonhealth,safetyandlabourissues

Å Amechanismtoworkwithindustrytoameliorateprice 

volatility

Å Enable controlled sources through Due Diligence 

System

Farm gate to garage

PEFC
Trademark  

use



Sustainable rubber plantation management
Inclusive smallholder certification approaches

PEFC Groupcertification

ÅLandscape level identification mutual interests 

andcommonneeds,

ÅSharetheirresources,rolesandresponsibilities

ÅDevelop partnership for innovation & capacity 

building

PEFC TreesoutsideForests(ToF)

ÅForcountrieswhererubberplantationsare

notdesignatedasforest

ÅAninnovativeframeworkstomakePEFC

SFMcertificationmorerelevanttonatural

rubberproductionsystems



Individual certification:

For companies that operate one 

facility

Multi-site Certification: 

For companies that operate 

several facilities

Producer group certification: 

For small, independent businesses 

forming a ñgroupòfor the purpose 

of certification to reduce cost
Demonstratelegaland sustainable 
sourcing,particularlyfromplantationto 
very first primaryprocessors

Traceability with Chain of Custody certification



PEFC controlled sourcesï
covers core sustainability & legality elements

PEFCDue

Diligence System

covers legality and 

sustainabilityissues

PEFCcontrolledsources
(can bemixedwithPEFCcertifiedNatural

Rubber)

NaturalRubberfromuncertifiedforest/plantation 
or nonPEFC certified PEFC controlled sources exclude 

natural rubber from:

- Activities that violate human rights

- Activities that do not comply with local, national 

or international legislation

- Geneticallymodified trees

- Activities where forest conversionsoccur, 

unless with justified circumstances

- Activities that donôtrespect PEFC ecologically 

important forest area

- Conflict natural rubber/rubberwood



Third party assessment

Proven approach to 

risk mitigation



PEFCInternational (latest version)

Score

SustainableForestManagement(SFM) Chainof Custody(CoC) Development,Application andManagement(DAM) PEM*

P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 P8 P9 P1 P2 P3 P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P1

2

1

0

*PEM: Procedure on Endorsement ofCertification Systems bya Meta-System

PEFCInternationalwasassessed againsttheStandards,Principlesand CriteriaoftheDutch ProcurementCriteria.

Finaljudgement:òPEFC Internationalisconformingó

PEFCreceivedhighest rankingagainsttheASEAN RAI
(Responsible Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems), supported by the UN

ðscoring9.5/10thanksto ournational& regionalapproach



PEFC supports the UN Sustainable Development
Goals and meets international procurement guidelines
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European Green 

Public Procurement

NL - TPAC

(Timber Procurement  

Assessment)

The Lacey Act 

2008 (amended)
Australia Illegal Logging 

Prohibition Act 2012



PEFCôs competitiveness & efforts in 
the sector



Key natural rubber producers and consumers are 
PEFC membership with local expertise

Thailand Forest Certification 
Council

Indonesian Forestry 

CertificationCooperation

Myanmar Forest Certification 
Committee

Malaysian Timber 
CertificationCouncil

Network for Certification and 

ConservationofForests(India)

Viet Nam Forest 
CertificationSystem

Sustainable Green 
EcosystemService(Japan)

China Forest 
CertificationCouncil

Germany,Italy,France, Spain
NorthAmerica

òAbout 80%of globalNatural Rubber isproducedinSouth-EastAsia



Rubber Thematic Taskforce: aim & ongoing activitie s
in 2021

Å 12 members from 6 countries

Å Active since Dec, 2019

Overallaim Scopeof activities

ÅPEFC to become a leader in 

emerging sustainability 

issues through the rubber 

sector

ÅLaunch & running Supporting Sustainable Rubber (SSR) campaign 

innovatively

ÅAdvocacy in emerging initiatives (GPSNR, ISRG, IRRDB, ANRPC and 

national governments)

ÅPosition PEFC in the rubber

industry & other wood-based

sectors.

ÅEngage Original Equipment Manufactures (OEMs) & rubber-based 

industry for inclusive procurement

ÅMarket outreach for both producer countries and consumer countries

ÅCollaborate with other taskforces e.g., Advocacy, Furniture & Textile

ÅShowcase PEFCôs inclusive 

framework in this new sector

ÅCollaborate in projects to demonstrate PEFC framework especially for 

smallholders



Rubber Thematic Taskforce: Achievement just far

3. Engaging emerging multi-stakeholder platforms 

(GPNSR & IRSG)

1. Developing marketing and communication 

materials (brochure, factsheet, infographic, video)

2. Market linkages and

outreach with producer

& consumer members



PEFC certified sustainable rubber is available!

Product Country Area/companies Volume/market

Certifiednatural 
rubber

Vietnam 50000ha 70000tons

Certified 
rubberwood

Vietnam 50000ha 300000m3

Controlled source 
rubberwood

Malaysia  
Thailand

ÅManycompaniesin 
Malaysia

EUmarket

Å 2 newcompaniesin
Thailand



PEFC on the ground
Supporting smallholders, SMEs 
toward transforming a sustainable 
rubber sector



Activities to support smallholders

ÅLivelihood diversification through co-

certified: natural rubber & rubberwood

ÅSilvicultural practice training

ÅProductivity improvement

ÅMarket linkage & access



Utilising PEFC framework for the Rubber sector

Project Country Objective

Promote PEFC DDS for 
smallholder inclusion

Å Thailand
Å Vietnam

Å Large scale growers to 

include smallholders 
plantation under their 

certification scope

Status

ÅOn-going to support:
+ Management system.

+ DDS implementation 

guideline for rubber 

producers

Trees outside of Forests

standard development &
application

Å Thailand Å Revise national standard to 

include small rubber 
plantations as ToF

Å On-going



Supporting smallholders & SME projects

Project Country Target Plan

Projects with 

rubber farmer 

cooperatives-

RAOT

Thailand Å Group certification of 300 

smallholders with 500 ha
Å Certificate issued by 

Q3/2021

Å Group certification of 900 

smallholder with 1500 ha

Å Certificate issued by 

Q1/2022

Rubber wood and 

rubber latex 

companies in 

Thailand

Å PEFC CoC for rubber saw-mills

link with rubber wood company

in Malaysia
Å PEFC CoC for rubber latex

company

Å Development 

management system

Rubber plantation 

companies

Vietnam Å Demonstrate large-scale 

industrial plantation commitment

Å 100 000 ha certified 

by 2021



We are part of the solution for a sustainable & 
resilient rubber future

What can you do?

ÅImplement Sustainable Forest Management

ÅResponsible sourcing of certified natural rubber 

& rubberwood

ÅHave an inclusive procurement policy and 

communicates to your upstream suppliers.

ÅCollaborate in pilot projects with PEFC

How can we help?

ÅTraining & best practice sharing

ÅClosing the certification gaps in your 

supply chain

ÅReach out to usé



Letôsmove- Start a on the ground pilot project 
with us?

ÅSecure long-term certified supplies

ÅValidate the PEFC framework against 

companyôsexpectations

ÅCost-effective & scalable

ÅMinimise risks with local expertise, 

smaller scale and flexibility

ÅProvide incentives to smallholders to  

transform their practices

Å

ÅExcellent story to demonstrate your 

commitment to sustainable 

development

ÅPilot projects are promoted by PEFC to

55 NGBs and 30 ISMs



Joining us at the World Rubber Summit 2021

For more detail and registration:
https://www.wrs2021.rubberstudy.org/

http://www.wrs2021.rubberstudy.org/


Joining us to save our rubber 

sustainable & resilient future!

See you all at 15:00 (GMT+7), 7th July 2021

Launching soon!



Ben Gunneberg- CEO,SecretaryGeneral,PEFC International

RichardLaity- PEFCSouth-EastAsiaManager

Contactus:
Richard.Laity@pefc.org

Thank you 

very much!


